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Ordered, 


HAT the Thanks of this Houſe be 
given to the Reverend Doctor Mil- 
cox, Maſter of Clare-Hall in the Univer- 
ſity of Cambridge, for the Sermon b m_ 
Preached before this Houſe Yeſterda 

St. Margaret's Weſtminſter, and that ay TIS 
be defired to print the ſame; and tha 2 hs 5 = 
Mr, Selwyn Junior, Sir Thomas Hales, 
Sir John | Hind Cotton, and Mr. Hanbury © 
Williams do acquaint him therewith, 


N. HaxvinGs, 


Cl, Dem. Com. 


My Son, Fear thou the Lord, and 
the King; and meddle not with 
them that are given to change. 


HE Fear of the LORD is mentioned 
in ſeveral Paſſages. of Scriptute' as the 
Beginning of Wiſdom, that is, the on- 


ly ſure, ſteddy Principle of Virtue and 


Goodneſs, from which the Happineſs of reaſona- * | 


ble Creatures muſt ' reſult ; which therefore it is 
their true Wiſdom to practiſe. And when the 
Wiſe Man in the Text immediately joins to the 
Precept of Fearing the Lord, that of Fearing the 


King, a very cloſe Connexion is neceſſarily impli- ' 


ed between theſe Duties. A juſt Senſe of our be- 
ing under the conſtant Guidance and Direction of 
the Providence of G op, who obſerves and knows 
all the Actions of Men, and concerns Himſelf. in 
every thing relating to them, muſt be concluded 
from hence, to be, in his Opinion, the beſt Foun- 
dation, as of all Duty in general, ſo in partieular 
of that Part of it, which reſpects Magiſtrates and 
Governours. And the Caution He adds to theſe 
Precepts againft meddling with thoſe who are gi- 
ven to change, ſeems to * Intimation "_ 
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It, that That reſtleſs, enterprizing, and innova- 
ting Spirit which is apt to create the greateſt Miſ- 
chief and Confuſion in Nations and Kingdoms, 


and frequently ends in the Subverſion of all Or- 


der and Government, too often proceeds from the 
Want of a juſt Senſe of Duty both to Gop, and 
the King. 

My Son, Fear thou the Lord, and the King; 
and meddle not with them that are given to 


chan ge. 


In diſcourſing upon which Words I tal en- 
deavour, 


Firſt, To ſuggeſt to your Thoughts thoſe per- 
fections, which render Gop the Object of our 
Fear, Reverence, and Veneration; the beſt Foun- 
dation of all Virtue and Goodneſs, in general. 


Secondh, To ſhew in particular, that a truly 
Religious Fear of God is the ſureſt Principle of 
that Part of our Duty, which regards Magiſtrates 
and Governors; and the beſt Preſervative againſt 
the uneaſy, reſtleſs, and turbulent Vices of Men, 
the great Diſturbers of the Peace and Quiet of 


all Government. 


And the Truth of this Propoſition will be too 
fully verified in the lamentable Occaſion of this 
Day's Solemnity, which could never have hap- 
— had a Religious Senſe of the Duty owing 
from Subjects to their King prevailed amongſt the 
People of this Nation. 


Firſt, 


— 


we 1 
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Pick then, Tam to ſuggeſt to your Thoughts I. 


thoſe Perfections, which render G op the Object. 


of our Fear, Reverence, and Veneration, the beſt 
Foundation of all Virtue and Goodneſs in ge- ; 


neral. 


The adorable Perfections and Excellency of the 
Nature of God, make all Honour and Venera- 


tion ſtrictly his Due. His Power, Knowledge, 


and the abſolute Rectitude of his Will, by which 


He is infinitely exalted above all other Beings, 
when conſidered, and underſtood, and impreſſed 
upon the Mind, cannot fail to influence the Af- 
fections and Diſpoſitions of all reaſonable Crea- 


tures. | 


A Senſe of his Maj jeſty and Power muſt upon 
the firſt View ſtrike us with Awe. It is impoſſi- 
ble to be unconcerned, whilſt we are under the 
Apprehenſion of our Subjection to infinite and un- 
controulable Power. And ſuch is the Power of 
Go p. For the whole Syſtem of the World is no- 
thing but an Effect, of which he is the Cauſe; 
all Things in Heaven, and in the Earth received 
their Being, their Powers, and Faculties, and 
whatever belongeth to them, from him: conſe- 

uently, they are intirely dependent on him: the 
Greateſt and the Leaſt are equally ſubject to Him, 


with regard to whom there can be no Difference 


between what is Difficult and what is Eaſy, What-, 


ever is the Object of Power, muſt at once, in a 
Moment, yield Obedience to the bare Act of his 
Will. Excellent! is the Deſcription which the wiſe 
Son of Sirach gives of the Divine Omnipotence: 


* bis A ord oe: Things * N. e may JÞteak, 1 li. 
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much, and yet come ſhort, Wherefore in Sum, 
He is all. How ſball we be able to magnify Him? 
for he is Great above all his Works. The Lord 
is Terrible, and very Great, and marvellous is 
his Power, When you glorify the Lord, exalt 
him as much as you can, for even yet will he far 
exceed; and when you exalt him, put forth all 
your Strength, and be not weary, for you can ne- 
ver go far enough, Who hath ſeen him, that 
he might tell us, and who can magnify him as 
He 155 | En == LY 
Were we to ſtop here, and to conſider Omni- 
potent Irreſiſtible Power ſingly in itſelf, ſeparate 
from other Perfections, as being exerciſed blindly, 
and at Random, without any Aim, or Deſign, 
and not conducted by Knowledge and Under- 
ſtanding; ſuch a Conception muſt be amazing 
and dreadful, and painful to the. very Imagina- 
tion. On this Suppoſition, there could be no 
Inducement to the Practice of ay thing Virtuous 
and Laudable. The Apprehenſion of boundleſs 
Power, looſe from all Regulation and Reſtraint, 
could have no other Effect, beſides the filling us 
with Dread and Horror for Fear of the Evils it 
might produce, hr re 
Let us therefore proceed to the Contemplation. 
of the unerring Knowledge and Wiſdom, which 
regulates and governs this infinite Power. As the 
eternal Power of the Godhead is clearly ſeen by 
the Things that are made, ſo are the Characters 
and Footſteps of Knowledge and Wiſdom every 
where equally viſible. "The Contrivance, Frame, 
and Order of the Univerſe; the Harmony of its 


„ * 


ſeveral Parts; the Fitneſs of every thing to an- 
ä fas 
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ſwer the End it was deſigned for; the Subſervi- 
ency of one thing to another, and of the whole 
to bring about the beſt and nobleſt Purpoſes, do 
loudly proclaim the excellent Knowledge and Wiſ- 
dom, as well as the Power, of Him who made 
the Heavens and the Earth. Even thoſe imper- 
fect Degrees of Knowledge, which he has im- 
ed to other Beings, plainly prove him, who 
gives Knowledge to them that know Underſtand- 
ing, to be Himſelf poſſeſſed of it. Since Man is 
endued with ſome Degree of Knowledge, much 
more muſt He, from whom it is derived and does 
proceed, have it himſelf. For ſhall the Thing 
framed ſay of him that framed it, that he hath 
no Underſtanding? He that planted the Ear, ſhall 
he not Hear? He that made the Eye, ſhall he not 
See? He that teacheth Man Knowlatee; thall not 
He Know? 
And how incomprehenſible muſt be the Know: 
1 of the great Cauſe and perfect Original of 
it! Who can fathom the Depth of the Riches of 
the Knowledge of Gop! There is nothing too 
Great and Vaſt for its Comprehenſion, nothing ſo 
little as to Eſcape its Notice. The very Hairs of 
our Head are all numbered, and without it ot « 
| Sparrow falls to the Ground. £ 
But fill, were we, in the Co ions We frame 
of the Divine Being, to pling him under no 
other View, than as infinite in Power and Know- 
ledge; as Almighty, whom no Strength can with- 
_ ſtand, from whoſe Hand nothing can deliver ns; 
as an all-feeing Eye inſpecting the Actions of all 
the Sons of Men, ſeeing into their immoſt Thoughts 
and Purpoſes, and ſearching the _— 


* 
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ceeſſes of their Souls; were we, I fay, to conſider 
the Supreme Being under no other View but this, 
this Notion would repreſent him rather as the Ob- 
je&t of Terror and Aſtoniſhment, than fill our 
Hearts with any kindly Impreſſions of him, and 
raiſe in us that Fear of him, which is the Begin- 
ning of all Wiſdom, and the trueſt Principle of 
all Duty and Obedience. For as an Almighty 
Power alone, is rather dreadful than auſpicious to 
Mankind, ſo Knowledge in Conjunction with it, 
if we carry our Thoughts no farther, rather en- 
creaſes than leſſens the Dread and Terror of irre- 
ſiſtible and uncontroulable Power. Could infi- 
nite Knowledge be imagined to be ſeparated from 
Righteouſneſs and Goodneſs, how inevitable as 
well as dreadful might the Evil of that Power be, 
which is able to execute whatever unerring Know- 
ledge could contrive and deviſe! 

In the Conceptions therefore we frame of the 
Supreme Being, we are not to confider him mere- 
ly as poſſeſſed of Power and Knowledge, but as 
having all other Perfections united in him. A- 
mong Men indeed one Degree. of Excellency fre- 
quently excludes another. Their Knowledge tao 
often degenerates into Skill and cunning Crafti- 
neſs, whereby they lie in wait to decei ve: and 
Power in their Hands, is apt, through the Want 
of a Senſe of Juſtice and Equity, to lead them 
into Acts of Cruelty and Oppreſſion. But in the 
infinitely perfect Being all Per fections meet toge- 
ther. Tho' there is no Wiſdom, nor Counſel, 
nor Power that can prevail againſt the Lo Rx D, 
and his Proceedings are altogether arbitrary; yet 
it is as true, ſuch is the Rectitude of the Diving; 
L | 33 | x Will, 


Will, that He never will do any thing but what 
is perfectly agreeable to the eſſential and indiſ- 
penſable Laws of Holineſs, Righteouſneſs, and 
Goodneſs. 

Known unto God are all his Works from the 
Beginning of the World, neither is there any Crea- 
ture that is not manifeſt in his Sight. To his 
all-ſeeing Eye all things are naked and open: He 
perceives them as they are in themſelves, as they 
ſtand related to Himſelf, and to each other; 
Judges of them juſt as they are, ſees what Circum- 
ſtances will beſt ſuit with the Qualifications. and 
Capacities of his Creatures; and cannot be pre- 
vailed upon by any Temptation to do otherwiſe 
than what is fight. His unerring Knowledge ſe- 
cures him from all poſſibility of being deceived; 
and being all powerful, and ſufficient in himſelf 
for his own Happineſs, which is incapable either 
of being increaſed or diminiſhed, He cannot be 
ſeduced by the Hope of any Good, or the Fear 
of any Evil, from being holy in all his Ways, and 
righteous in all his Works. 

Tis this Rectitude and Goodneſs of the Divine 
Nature, which repreſents Gop to us not only as 
the Greateſt, but as the Beſ, and moſt Amiable 
of all Beings. This gives Excellency to his other 
Perfections, without which they would loſe their 
Nature; and is the true Foundation of all Ho- 


nour, Duty, and Obedience to Him. There is no 


Occaſion to tremble under the Apprehenſion of 
his almighty Power, nor to be confounded at his 


univerſal Knowledge, when we are aſſured that 


Both are regulated and directed by his infinite 


Goodneſs, by which He is diſpoſed to deal * 
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all his Creatures according to Juſtice and Equity, 


to give them all they deſerve, or have any Rea- 


ſon to expect at his Hands. And from the glo- 


rious Manifeſtation He has been pleaſed to make 


of himſelf by the Revelation of the Goſpel, we 


are informed He will beſtow upon them beyond 


what they deſerve or have any Reaſon to expect, 


as great a Degree of Happineſs, as, according to 


the Powers and Capacities of their Natures, and 


the Improvements they make of them, they are 
qualified to receive, and it can be reaſonable for 
him to confer upon them, conſiſtently with his 
Righteous Government of the whole World. 
Thus does the Notion of G op fill the Soul with 
all that is perfect and adorable, and carry in it 
the ſtrongeſt Inducement that can be to the Ex- 
erciſe of the principal Acts of all true Faith, De- 


votion, and Holineſs, and the Practice of all the 


Duties of pure and fincere Religion. 


Secondly, And in particular, it is the ſureſt 
Foundation of that Part of our Duty, which re- 
gards Magiſtrates and Governors, and the beſt 
Preſervative againſt the unealy, reſtleſs, and tur- 
bulent Vices of Men, the great Diſturbers of the 
Peace and Quiet of all Government: which was 


the ſecond thing I propoſed to ſhew, _ 


The fame good Gon who gave us our Being 
to communicate fome of his Happineſs 
to us, in purſuance of this End, and for the 
Good and Welfare of Mankind, has appointed 
Civil Government, which is the chief Inſtrument 
his Providence employs in his . here 
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and has been pleaſed to ordain and ſeparate ſome 
particular Perſons for the Conduct and Protection 

of the reſt; who more eſpecially bear his Image, 
than others of the ſame Race; who repreſent him 
after a more lively Manner in that Goodneſs, to 
which we owe our Being and Preſervation, and 
are deſigned to derive and convey it unto thoſe, 
who continually ſtand in need of it. For Gop 
is the Fountain and Original of all Dominion and 
Power. Tis by him Kings reign, and Princes 
decree Juſtice. They are his Miniſters for Good 
to Mankind, and Diſobedience to Them, is really 
Diſobedience to him. Not that this is ſo to be un- 
derſtood, as if Gop himſelf by an immediate De- 
claration of his Will, did appoint the Perſons 
who ſhould govern the ſeveral Nations of the 
Earth, as he did in ſome particular Caſes amongſt 
his peculiar People the Jews; or that any parti- 
cular Form of Government is of his Appointment 
rather than another. But ſince, in the very Frame 
and Conſtitution of our Nature, he has made us 
helpleſs and indigent Creatures, inſufficient of our- 
ſelves for our own Happineſs, and unable in every 
State of Life to provide for the Neceſſities and 


Conveniences of it, without the Aſſiſtance of o- 
thers; he has thereby plainly fitted the Nature 
and Condition of Man for Society; and by max- 


ing Government neceſſary to his Well-being, has 
declared that he originally intended he ſhould pay 


all faithful and due Obedience to it. Government 
in general, whatever the Form or Species of it be, 
is the Ordinance of Gop; and when ſettled by 


the Laws and Conſtitution of any Countrey, pro- 
vided it contradicts no divine Law, is to be as 
— * C | conſci- 


conſcientiouſly adm iniftred by the Governors, and 
as religiouſly, obſerved by the People, as if, like 
that of the Jeus, both the Government and Go- 
vernors had been of Gop's own immediate Inſtitu- 
tion and Appointment. es r oh 
Neither was it the Deſign of Gon, in the Re- 
velation he has made of himſelf in the Goſpel, 
to introduce any Alteration into human Govern- 
ment, to alter the Condition of the Rights either 
of the People or their Governors; but in whate- 
ver Circumſtances it was found, not inconſiſtent 
with the Laws of Gop, to leave it in the lame. 
Our Saviour, whoſe Kingdom was not of this 
World, was fo far from deſigning any Alteration 
in the Forms of Government, and civil Laws of 
Nations, that he confirmed their Eſtabliſhment. 
His Deſign was not to meddle with theſe Matters: 
But as he came into the World to ſettle Peace and 
Quiet, Truth and Honeſty, Juſtice and Religion, 
in the Hearts of Men; he has commanded Go- 
vernors to rule with Juſtice and Clemency, and 
Subjects to obey with Reverence and Submiſſion, 
with Patience and Contentedneſs, not only for 
Wrath, but alſo for Conſcience Sake, under an 
awful Senſe of the Dominion and Prerogative of 
God, the Searcher of Hearts, who preſcribes Laws 
and lays Obligations upon the Soul and Conſcience, 
as being preſent to them; and who knows. every 
Motion, every good or evil Intention of them, 
and will accordingly reward or punifh. | * 
But the Fear of the Loxp is not only the beſt. 
Foundation of Obedience to our civil Governors, 
as this is a Duty expreſsly required by him under 
the Penalty of his ſevereſt Diſpleaſure; but as it 
| is 
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is the Foundation of all thoſe Virtues from which 
the Peace and Happineſs of Governments muſt a- 
rife, and the moſt effectual Reſtraint upon the 
vicious Appetites and Paſſions of Men. Thoſe 
in whom this Principle rules and bears ſway, can- 
not help looking upon. others as the Servants of 
one Sovereign Maſter, and common Father of all, 
placed in the World by his Order and about his 1 
Buſineſs, to anſwer the Ends of his Providence, 
zwhoſe Mercy is over all his Works. And this Con- 
ſideration muſt difpoſe them to have the tendereſt N 
Regard for their Welfare and Happineſs; this muſt 
tie them together by the ſtricteſt Bands of frater- 
nal Love, Amity, and Friendſhip; and diſpoſe 
them not to ſacrifice the general Tranquillity to 
their private Views and Reſentments ; but to have 
a due Regard to the Peace, and Quiet, and Hap- 
pineſs of others. The ſame Prineiple as jt leads 
us to raiſe up our Thoughts to Gop, to contem- , 
late, admire, and adore his Perfections, to eſteem | 
bim as our ſovereign Good, as the Author and 
Fountain of all Happineſs, upon whoſe Favour our 
Peace, Comfort, and Satisfaction, and all the Good 
we either enjoy, or can expect, entirely depends; 
muſt naturally contribute to the regulating and 
compoſing thoſe diſorderly Affections and Paſſions 
which are the great Enemies and Diſturbers of 
the Peace and Welfare of Mankind. 
A due Senſe of the Excellencies of Gow im- 
preſſed upon our Thoughts, muſt produce in us 
a deep Humility and Conſciouſneſs of our o.] n 
Imperfeftions, and will teach us not to think of 
our ſelves more highly than we 0ught fo think, but 
to * ſoberly. A ſerious Reffection upon the 
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Vanity and Emptineſs of all the Satisfactions of 
this World, and how much more the Happineſs 
of Man conſiſts in a well-grounded Aſſurance of 
the Favour of Gop, than in the Abundance of 
the Things he poſſeſſeth, would very much abate 
the eager Purſuit of Power, Riches, and Honour, 
the periſhing Things of this World, which gene- 
rally divide and diſtract it, inflame the Paſſions of 
Men, diſturb the Quiet, and break the Peace of 
human Society. And take away Pride and Am- 
bition, Malice and Revenge, and Covetouſneſs, 
from the Hearts of Men; and the Order of the 
World would be ſufficiently ſecured. For, from 
whence come Wars and Fighting among ft Men? 
faith St. James: come they not hence, even from 

their 26. that war in their Members? 
Moreover, tis not an inconſiderable Advantage 
of living under the conſtant Fear of Gop, and or- 
dering all our Actions under a lively Senſe of 
his Inſpection over us, that it enlargeth the very 
Powers and Capacities of our Souls, turning them 
from Things of inferior Moment and Importance 
to their greateſt and nobleſt Object, and thereby 
improves them to all the Degrees of Perfection 
of which they are capable. Religion fixes that 
Levity and Weakneſs of Mind, which is ſo natu- 
ral to Man; it unites his Reſolutions and Actions 
in one great End, and makes them conſiſtent and 
regular: And is the beſt Cure of that Reſtleſneſs 
of Mind, which cloſely adheres to our yery Na- 
tures, and renders us unſatisfied with what we are, 
or what we at preſent poſſeſs or enjoy; and too 
often diſpoſes us wantonly to deſire Changes for 
the very Sake of changing, From which Foun- 
2 ä 
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tain have often proceeded thoſe Factions, which 
have been deſtructive to the wiſeſt Conſtitutions 
of Governments and Laws. 

But above all, Religion is the greateſt Securit 
to Government, and the Stability of it muſt chief. 
ly depend upon it, as it procures the Favour and 
Protection of Go p, who preſides, with a pecu- 
liar Providence, over Societies and Communities 
of Men. For ſince, as the Scripture tells us, He 
extends his Care over the leaſt and moſt inconſider- 
able Parts of the Creation, he will ſurelyj much more 
concern himſelf for things of more Importance: and 
ſince his Government is ever adminiſtred with re- 
gard to Men's Actions, it is not to be doubted, he 
diſpenſes his Favour to Nations and Kingdoms, or 
withdraws it from them, as Virtue or Vice, Reli- 
gion or Impiety, reſpectively prevail among them. 

Of the Truth of what has been ſaid, That Re- 
ligion is the beſt Support of Government, and the 
want of it the chief Occaſion of its Ruin and Diſ- 
ſolution, we have a lamentable Inſtance in the 
ſad Occaſion of this Day's Solemnity, when we 
are met together to acknowledge that Gop's Judg- 
ments were juſt, and that they were the crying 
Sins of this Nation, by which G o p was provoked 

to deliver up both us and our King into the Hands 
of cruel and unreaſonable Men. In civil Differ- 
ences and Diſſenſions, it is not to be expected that 
any Side ſhould be without Faults. No Govern- 
ment ever arriv'd at that Degree of Perfection, as 
to have no Slips or Errors committed in the Ad- 
miniftration of it. Princes are Men, and no Won- 
der, if, like other Men, they are liable to be miſ- 
led, and to fall into Errors and Miſtakes. Nay, 


it muſt be owned, that beſides the Errors and Im- 
R per fections 
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perfections incident to the wiſeſt and beſt Admi- 
niſtration, there had been ſome Occaſion given 
to alarm the Fears, to raiſe the Suſpicions and 
JTealouſies of ſincere Lovers of their Countrey. 
From what Cauſe they proceeded, whether from 
a. formed Deſign of altering the ancient and legal 
Conſtitution of the Government, or from a Miſ- 
apprehenſion of the juſt Extent of the Prerogative, 
Gop only knows: certain it is, ſome high Acts 
of Power had been exerciſed in the Reign of this 
Good Prince. Accordingly, the proper Guardians 
of the Liberties of the People, with great Unani- 
mity aſſerted their Rights and Privileges: and the 
King, on his Part, redreſſed Grievances, gave up 
diſputed Rights, made the largeſt Conceſſions ; 
and, before Matters were carried to. the laſt Ex- 
tremity, was generally thought to have done e- 
nough to anſwer the Publick Good, and the Ex- 
pectations of all Reaſonable Men. | 
But all this was not ſufficient to allay the 
Fears and Jealouſies which prevailed, and to pro- 
cure him the Returns of Duty and Confidence. 
Gop alone is an infallible: Judge, and Diſcerner 
of the Sincerity of the Heart, and can ſee into 
the ſecret Purpoſes and Deſigns of Men. As far 
as any Judgment can be made from outward Acti- 
ons, there was the greateſt Reaſon to be: ſatisfied 
of his Integrity and good Intentions. His ſtrict 


and ſerious Regard to Piety and Religion, his ex- 

emplary Behaviour in all the Duties of a Chriſtian, 

are a ſtrong Proof that he really intended to make 

good his Profeſſions, and had no Deſign to break 

through thoſe Securities he had granted to the Li- 

berties of his People, in order to quiet their F ae 
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and Jealouſies; and Which he had obliged himſelf 
to maintain by the moſt ſolemn Obligations. Ef- 
pecially his admirable Deportment in the laſt 
Scene of his Life, his Meekneſs, Patience, Re- 
ſignation, and Fortitude under the ſoreſt Evils, 
can hardly be accounted for any other Way, than 
by ſuppoſing the Uprightneſs of his Intentions, 
and the full Conviction he was under, that what- 
ever unrighteous Treatment he met with from 
Men, He was approved of by G o'D. 

But Gop, for the Sins of a wicked Generation, 
was pleaſed not to ſuffer them to ſee the things 
which belonged to their Peace. He gave them up 
to their own Luſts, left them to eat the Fruit of 
their own Way, and be filled with their own De- 
vices. By a ſtrange Concurrence of Cauſes, which 
made both Friends and Enemies contribute to the 
general Confuſion, they proceeded from Iniquity 
to Iniquity, till the whole Frame of the Govern- 
ment us diſſolved; and at length advanced to 
the execrable Crime of adjudging their King to 
Death, in violation of all Law both Human and 
Divine; and with him expired whatever was va- 
luable in this Nation either on a religious or ci- 
vil Account. | 18 4 
After a long Series of Miſeries, many Changes 
and new Schemes, and Models of Government, 
and ſuch wild Diſtractions and Confuſions as can- 
not be remembered without the greateft Uneaſi- 
neſs, Go p was pleaſed to reſettle us again on our 
ancient Foundation; and ſince that time, when 
all Things were again put out of Conrſe, when 
arbitrary Power had fet itſelf above the Laws, 
and the overthrow of all our Rights — 
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Religious was in all Appearance inevitable, und- 
our Hearts N us for fear of the Evils 
| which threatened us; by His merciful Providence 
he raiſed up a Deliverer to us, who ſaved us from 
the then imminent Ruin, became in His Hands 
the Inſtrument of preſerving and confirming to us 
our Excellent Conſtitution in Church and State, 
and provided for the laſting Continuance of this 
Happineſs by the Settlement of the Succeſſion of 
the Crown in the Family of his preſent Majeſty, 
who now reigns over us. And may he long reign 
over dutiful and faithful Subjects, diſpoſed to pay 
all juſt Deference to his Authority from a religi- 
ous Principle of Obedience, not only for Wrath, 
but for Conſtience Sake. 

If it be confidered what our Behaviour has been 
under God's various Diſpenſations towards us, 
how little either his Severities, or his Mercies have 
affected us in ſuch a Manner as they ought to have 
done; that the Miſeries and Calamities we have 
ſuffered have been far from curing thoſe Conten- 
tions and Diviſions which occaſioned them, and 
uniting us in a true Concern for the Publick 
Good: that but little Regard has appeared to that 
Religion in the Conduct and Government of our 
Lives, which by the Care of his Providence 
has been remarkably preſerved to us: nay, that 
the Neglect and Contempt of all Things ſerious 
and ſacred prevail amongſt us in the higheſt De- 
gree, that Pride, Luxury, and Extravagance, De- 
bauchery and Intemperance every where abound ; 
if theſe Things, I ſay be conſidered, we ſhall 
have Reaſon to apprehend the greateſt Danger 
from the Sins of the preſent Generation, * cn 
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we flee to him, as our beſt: _— 

Let us therefore not only humble ourſelves be- 
fore G op,. and deprecate his Vengeance 
deep Senſe of the deteſtable Sin we this Day la- 


ment, but let us reſolve to forſake our own Sins,. 


fo turn to the Lord with all our Hearts, and di- 


ligently ſeek him whilſt be may be found; that. ſo: 


we may obtain ſuch Mercy and Favour, as may 
effectually preſerve us through the powerful Me- 
rits and Mediation of IES USS CuRrisT our 
Bleſſed LoRD and SAviouk 
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